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Things of great 

wonder come to 

those who give 

their all to love. 

 

–Hadewijch of 

Brabant, a 13th 

century mystic, 

whose poems 

and visions 

show her great 

love of God. 

 



Affirmation of Welcome 
 

We are an Open and Affirming Congregation, welcoming ALL of 

God's children.  
Whether you are single, married, divorced, separated, 

or partnered, 

You Are Welcome Here! 

Whatever your race, ethnicity, or age, 

You Are Welcome Here! 

Whatever your gender identity or sexual orientation, 

You Are Welcome Here! 

Whatever your religious background, creed, or spirituality, 

You Are Welcome Here! 

Whatever your social or economic circumstances, 

You Are Welcome Here! 

Whatever your health conditions, impairments, or mobility needs, 

You Are Welcome Here! 
 

Whoever we may be, wherever we are on our life's journey, 

We welcome one another to this place, 

Even as God welcomes us all in Jesus Christ! 

 

 
 

• Please sign our guest book in the narthex before you leave - if you are 

interested in learning more about our church, please feel free to speak 

to our pastor. 
 
• Hearing difficulty? Please talk to any usher about a Personal Sound 

receiver available for your use.  
 

**LARGE PRINT BULLETINS AVALIABLE UPON REQUEST** 
Office Hours: 

Monday – Thursday  9:30am - 1:30pm 

Church Phone: 440-526-4364 

e-mail: buccoffice23@gmail.com – web address: www.BrecksvilleUCC.org 

Please submit your announcements by noon on Wednesday – Thank You! 
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

Sunday September 28th, 2025 

 
 
 

Prelude                      Come, Now is the Time to Worship                         
                     

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Silent Meditation                                                    
 

“If you want the future to be different from the past, study the past.”  
 ~ Spinoza 

 
 

Gathering in God’s Presence 

* Please Stand as you are able 

 
 

*CALL TO PRAYER (Inspired Psalm 146) 

One:  Praise God! Praise the Holy One, O my soul! 

All:  We will sing praises to God our whole lives long! 

One:  Praise God in whom we may trust. Praise God in whom we may 

hope. 

All:  Happy are we whose hope is in the Maker of heaven and earth. 

One:  The Holy One lifts the bowed down. The Righteous One loves 

justice. 

All:  The Holy One brings the way of the wicked to ruin. Praise God who 

reigns forever! 

 

Hymn of Praise                Let Justice Flow like Steams                              #588 
 

 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION: [UNISON]   
God our Comforter and our Confronter, speak to our souls. Engage our 

spirits with truth and compassion. Stir our hearts with your vision of a world 

full of your love and hope. Inspire us through your word, meet us in the 

moment, and infuse us with joy and courage to pursue your way. Guide us 

on the journey even as you dwell in our worship so that we may honor you 

and be restored in you. Amen. 

 



*Assurance of Grace 
 

*Gathering Song:                          Glory to God              Pablo Sosa 1988 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Readings 
(See back of bulletin for complete readings) 

   First Reading - Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 

   Gospel Reading: - Luke 16:19-31 

   Continuing Testament- From Sarah Bessey  

    

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sermon   
 

Anthem                Unto the Hills We Lift Our Longing Eyes 
 

The Church at Prayer 

Jon Thompson, Marilyn Pay, Frances Posey, Mac Hoppel, Bee Ortiz, Cindy 

Burton, Elizabeth Gadus, Jan Wardlaw, Kathleen Stewart, Kathy Repko, Lois 

Lorenzo, Jonathan Langham, Tony Cuningham, Chad Sproul, Dot Bailey, 

Jane Cribbs, Joanne Cook, Kathy Ford, Midge Cassidy, Kate Benedict, 

Marge Culver, “Edna House”, people who are unemployed and under 

employed.  
(Please let the office know of any additions, corrections, or changes to our prayer lists.) 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Silent Meditation 

Time with 

 Young Worshipers 

 

 



 

OUR LORD’S PRAYER: [UNISON] 

Our Father-Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
 

Presenting Our Tithes and Offerings 
 

* Invitation to the Offering 
 

* Doxology: [UNISON] Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

One God, Triune, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION: [UNISON]  

Holy One, receive these gifts as expressions of trust and love of You and 

care and love of your beloved. Magnify them for your glory and bless 

those who give in faithfulness and hope. Amen. 
 

* Hymn of Departure        All My Hope On God Is Founded                      #408 
 
 

Carrying the Light of Christ into the World 

* Circle of Community  

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude                                    Blessed Assurance                                        

 



Readings 

First Reading Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of King 

Zedekiah of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. 

At that time the army of the king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and 

the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the court of the guard that was 

in the palace of the king of Judah, 

where King Zedekiah of Judah had confined him. 

Jeremiah said, "The word of the LORD came to me: 

Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum is going to come to you and say, 'Buy 

my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of redemption by purchase is 

yours.'" 

Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of the guard, in 

accordance with the word of the LORD, and said to me, "Buy my field 

that is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of possession 

and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself." Then I knew that this was 

the word of the LORD. 

And I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel and weighed 

out the silver to him, seventeen shekels of silver. 

I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and weighed the silver on 

scales. 

Then I took the sealed deed of purchase containing the terms and 

conditions and the open copy, 

and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, 

in the presence of my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses 

who signed the deed of purchase, and in the presence of all the 

Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard. 

In their presence I charged Baruch, saying, 

"Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this 

sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an 

earthenware jar, in order that they may last for a long time. 

For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields and 

vineyards shall again be bought in this land." 

 

 

 



Gospel Reading Luke 16:19-31 

"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who 

feasted sumptuously every day. 

And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 

who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man's table; 

even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 

The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with 

Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 

In Hades, where he was being tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw 

Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 

He called out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to 

dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in agony in 

these flames.' 

But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during your lifetime you received 

your good things and Lazarus in like manner evil things, but now he is 

comforted here, and you are in agony. 

Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that 

those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one 

can cross from there to us.' 

He said, 'Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house-- 

for I have five brothers--that he may warn them, so that they will not also 

come into this place of torment.' 

Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to 

them.' 

He said, 'No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them, 

they will repent.' 

He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will 

they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'" 
 

Continuing Testament From Sarah Bessey 

“I don’t want to be swallowed by the darkness. Nor do I want to be 

blinded by the beautiful facade. No, I want to be part of a people who 

see the darkness, know it’s real, and then, then, then, light a candle 

anyway. And hold that candle up against the wind and pass along our 

light wherever it’s needed from our own homes to the halls of legislation to 

the church pulpit to the kitchens of the world.” 



Announcements:  
    Nursery Attendant Needed     The Nursery Attendant will provide safe, 

secure, and nurturing care for children ages 0 through 4 years old during 

church services and events. This individual may also assist Miss Mindy in the 

classroom as needed.  

The position pays $50/Sunday.  The hours are 9:45 am until the children are 

secured by their parents after the service.  

If you or someone you know is interested in this important ministry role, 

please contact the church office at BUCCoffice23@gmail.com or 440-526-

4364 or speak with a member of the Christian Education Committee. 

Let’s continue to provide a warm and welcoming space for our youngest 

members to grow in God’s love! 
 

Neighbors in Need- On Sunday October 5, we will collect a special 

offering:   Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United 

Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion in the 

United States.    The Neighbors in Need offering supports ministries of justice 

and compassion, with one-third of the offering given to the Council for 

American Indian Ministries and the remaining two-thirds supporting UCC 

justice ministries.  In 2025 the Neighbors in Need Offering  supported 26 

grant recipients across the UCC who were engaged in projects of direct 

service and advocacy.  Thank you for your support and generosity!  

 

Colony Cupboard- We are continuing to support the Colony Cupboard! 

This is a resource for students at Brecksville Broadview Hts High School who 

need essentials and school supplies.  We donated a trunk full of supplies 

recently and they are grateful for our continued support. Based on student 

needs for the new school year, below is the updated list of supplies they 

are requesting: 

Markers, highlighters, binders, graph paper, & headphones 

Donations are collected in the back of the church. 
 

 

 

 



Advent Devotional - The Spiritual Life Ministry is looking ahead to one of our 

most beloved BUCC traditions, the annual congregation-written Advent 

Devotional. In order to compile the booklet, please sign up after worship. 

Simply choose one of the pre-selected scriptures that speaks to you, and 

tell us why in a couple of paragraphs. Many people also choose to close 

with a one or two sentence prayer. We especially love to hear how it 

connects you and/or your family to a certain time or place. You'll be 

amazed by the stories your fellow members have to share! If you cannot 

attend worship in person, simply call Miranda in the office during the week 

and she can help you out. We are asking for your devotion to be 

submitted to the office at BUCCOffice23@gmail.com by OCTOBER 31. 
 

To Donate Electronically – If you would like to make a 

donation to Brecksville United Church of Christ with your 

phone, please scan this QR code.  If you need assistance, ask 

an usher - or a grandchild.  Thank you!  
 

Share Your Inspiration – As a congregational church, input from you, the 

congregation, is essential. Keep an eye out during your week for potential 

continuing testament readings, bulletin cover art, quotes, and hymns. 

When you find something that speaks to you, please email it to the office. 

(buccoffice23@gmail.com) 
 

Sharing Good News -At the beginning of the Sunday service you are 

welcome to share announcements. Please keep these brief by avoiding 

details. Share the essentials, then share how people can learn more details 

(e.g., see the bulletin announcement or talk to somebody).  Also, feel free 

to share good news such as birthdays, anniversaries, retirement, awards, 

etc.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:buccoffice23@gmail.com


Privacy Matters- Our services are broadcast live online, and recordings of 

services are available for replay and sharing.  That allows us to expand our 

outreach, but it also brings additional concerns. Please keep in mind: 

Children who come up for the “Time with Young Worshippers” will be seen 

and heard online.  By permitting your child to come forward, be aware 

that this implicitly gives the church permission to share their participation 

online. 

We are glad to include your prayer intentions in our communal prayer.  But 

avoid disclosing personal medical information without permission.  With 

that in mind, please either:  

Ask permission to publicly share their health information in our prayers, OR 

Avoid details or keep anonymity by the way you phrase your prayer. 

 If you sit in the first few pews, you will be visible online.  If you prefer to 

avoid being seen online, avoid those pews.  But if you don’t mind, please 

consider migrating to the front pews. When our videos show empty pews, 

the sanctuary looks vacant even when it is full.  So, please populate those 

first pews to ensure that our online presence accurately depicts the vibrant 

and growing congregation that we truly are. 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR includes the following   

Today   After worship Junior Choir  
 

Tue. Sep 30  6:00 pm – AA “Love & Tolerance” (Pilgrim Hall) 
 

Wed. Oct 1  11:00 am – Mindfulness and Meditation 

   4:00 pm – Stewardship/Leadership Meeting  
 

Thu. Oct 2  7:00 pm – Choir Practice 

 

 



 

 

Volunteers: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 28th, 2025   

Early Usher: Joe Wilson   

Late Usher: Betsey Wilson   

Greeter: Lori Molesky   

Reader:  Sherrill Witt    

Flowers: Mary Kidd    

Counters: 
Jan Renovetz  

Sue Stenzel 

  

A/V: David Pastor   

Snack: 
Sherrill Witt 

Betsey Wilson 

  

Set up: 
Sherrill Witt 

Kathy Pastor 

  

Clean Up: 
Sherrill Witt 

Kathy Pastor 

  

    

October 5th, 2025 

Early Usher: Volunteers Needed 

Late Usher: Volunteers Needed 

Greeter: Volunteers Needed 

Reader: Volunteers Needed 

Flowers: Volunteers Needed 

Counters: 
Sue Stenzel 

 Volunteers Needed 

A/V: Fred Pedersen 

Snack:  Volunteers Needed 

Set Up: Volunteers Needed 

Clean Up:  Volunteers Needed 

Communion 

Bread:  
Gayle Colbert  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance last Sunday, September 21st, 2025 – Adults: 40; Kids: 1; Online: 10;  

Additional Views: 26; Total: 77                                                                   
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